GOD AND THE SOLAR SYSTEM          6l
Ans. That is possible owing to the space between the
atoms always being proportionately much larger than the
size of those atoms. Take the example of a sponge or a
cloth-ball dipped in water. The solid matter of the ball
or the sponge occupies a certain space, but all the holes
or interspaces in that sponge hold water, and thus water
practically occupies the same space as the sponge. At
the same time minute particles of air are held suspended
in the water, and thus the solid, liquid and gaseous matters
occupy the same space in that sponge.
Q. Where are these different planes located on our
earth ?
Ans. The subtle worlds are all around us, though
we are normally unconscious of their existence. They
are not one over the other like the layers of an onion, but
are contained one within the other, the solid physical earth
being embedded in the very heart of them all.  The
sixth world is larger than the seventh—the physical—and
extends much farther into space, but at the same time
permeates the physical matter of the earth everywhere^
The fifth extends beyond the sixth, but permeates the other
two like water vapour spreading through the air. Thus
the world in which we live is not one world, but seven
interpenetrating worlds all occupying the same space
except that the finer kinds of matter extend further from
the centre than do the grosser kinds.
Q. How are these seven planes or interpenetrating
worlds named ?
Ans. The highest or the subtlest region is called the
Mahaparanirvanic, or the Adi or the Divine. The second
is named Paranirvanic or the Anupadaka, also called
Monadic, because therein dwell the sparks of the Divine
Life, the human Monads, it being the birth-place and

